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BLACKJACK CAMERA CLUB NEWSLETTER

NO. 1 - JUNE, 2015
Firstly I would like to say welcome to all members of the club.  I hope each and everyone enjoys being a member and we learn lots of new techniques on how to improve our photography. I’m sure we all have something to share.  From time to time there will be a guest speaker and these will be advised prior to the meeting they will be attending.  
I would like to say a big thank you to Simone Carlyon who came along to our May meeting and gave us a very informative talk on portraiture photography.  We now have to try and put the information into practice.
Simone spoke about her 5 Top Tips for portrait photography - which are:
Clear the background - eg have plain wall as background

Blow out the background - eg have background blurred

Zoom in on the details

Show a connection - eg natural type shot - not posed

Focus on the eyes

As a result of this – our monthly competition for June is on portraiture. Photo can have been taken at any time and MUST be emailed to blackjackcameraclub@outlook.com – entries close 4 days prior to the next monthly meeting.  Same applies to the Open Section - photo can be of anything - ONE PHOTO PER CATEGORY PER PERSON
The results of the May competition are as follows:

Australiana - Di Stacey

Open - Nicky Bronkhorst

Congratulations Di & Nicky - photos were well worth the win

Judging of this competition was done by Chris Burgess - a big thank you to Chris

UP COMING EVENTS

MAY – 2015

26th 
NCHA Bayer & Shadow Trailers Futurity (indoor horse sports)


At Tamworth 

30th
Jenny Shorter Auction – 6.30pm – Gunnedah Services Auditorium

29th – 2nd June
Coonabarabran Horse Expo

JUNE, 2015 

6TH – 7TH 
Cattle Show & Sale – Gunnedah Showground

19TH

Show Jumping Festival – Gunnedah Showground

19TH
Kennel Club All Breeds Championship Show – Gunnedah Showground

21ST
Gunnedah Basketball Grand Finale

27TH
Frost Over Barraba – http://www.frostoverbarraba.org.au/workshop&excursion

This must be booked but only has a total of 16 places so it’s very possible it could be booked out

JULY, 2015

2ND
Hats Off to Country – Tamworth mid year Country Music Festival

AUGUST, 2015

8TH               Gunnedah Campdraft - Showground, Gunnedah

18TH-20TH     Commonwealth Bank Agquip - Agquip Site, Gunnedah

SEPTEMBER, 2015

OCTOBER, 2015

16TH              Ladies Auxilary Rose Show, CWA Building, Gunnedah

NOVEMBER, 2015

7TH                Professional Bull Riders, Tamworth (well worth attending 

                     for action shots)

DECEMBER, 2015

From time to time we will have excursions – these could be planned in 

advance or spur of the moment. So keep an eye on Facebook for the spur

of the moment outings.

The next planned excursion will be SUNDAY, 14TH JUNE, 2015 AT 

PENSIONER HILL    TIME  4 – 4.30PM to take some portrait photos etc

If you have anything you would like to include in the newsletter, please 

Email it to me at pattimminsx2@yahoo.com.au or phone me 0428629798
Nicky is going to try to get the guy who is doing the Frost Over Barraba 

Workshop to come to Gunnedah to do one for us at the College. Will


keep you posted on this.

Happy snapping
Pat

Very Important!!!  Information re. taking photos for the Newspaper: 

If anyone does take photos out there with people in them, could they please get their names? The paper can't run people photos without names (unless it's a crowd shot) 

Always write down names left to right if there is more than one person (and front row and back row if applicable). Getting the person to spell it or check the spelling is really important as there are many non-traditional spellings now, and people get cross with the paper if their name is published incorrectly. 

Also write down extra details, for example, if it's a photo of a person with their plane, does the plane have a name? Is it a particular model? It's all great for the caption.

Please see Minutes below for Info on guest speaker
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Minutes of Meeting – 26 May 2015

Attendance: We had 31 attendees to our first official meeting. 

Guest Speaker: Simone Carlyon 

Nicolette: Opened the meeting welcoming everyone and thanking everyone for their support over the last month. She asked everyone to remember to sign in and that we would be organising a babysitter for the meeting nights to help out those members how have small children. We don’t want you to miss out because of childcare issues. We only ask that you sign the waiver so that the Community College is happy.   It seems amazing to each of us that this little venture has only been up and running for a month and look what we have achieved. She also gave out more membership packs to our new prospective members. 
She then introduced Simone Carlyon

Simone came to Gunnedah in 1997 teaching and only planned to stay 3 years. She since fell in love, married a local man and has 4 beautiful children and can’t see herself moving ever. She has always been interested in photography and started with a SLR in film, Simone still believes that learning with film improves your technique.  She started taking portraits of her children and just wanted to have nice photos of them and her passion has grown from there. 

Simone was very humble to be asked to come and talk to us, she still considers herself an amateur and is still learning herself.  She is mainly self-taught but has been lucky enough to have some guidance from Paul Mathews. 

Portrait Photography is photography of a person or group of people that displays the expression, personality, and the mood of the subject. The focus of the photography is usually the person’s face although the entire body and the background or context may be included. 

Simone’s to 5 Tips:

1) Clear the Background. 
The background can be anything. The background should be plain and not busy. It can be textured (like a wood door, or fluffy mat) but not distracting. Check your background for trees and poles etc that may appear to be coming out of people’s heads. This maybe something in the distance that you may not notice at the time of the photos. 

2) Blowout the Background. 
Sometimes you want a feature in the background like fairy lights etc but you want them to be blurry so they don’t distract from the photo. This is achieved by putting the camera in Aperture Priority Mode and using the smallest f/ number. This will make the depth of field shallow and blur the background. Make sure you don’t have the subject to close to the background. 

3) Zoom in on the details. 
Show all the little details that make the subject. Show the eyelashes and little noses for babies. Show the freckles. Show the wrinkles in older subjects. These features make the person who they are and adds to the personality you are trying to show in the photos.  

4) Show a connection.
 We are moving away from the fixed robot posing photos done in studios and all looking the same. We are now looking to be natural and relaxed and letting the personality of the subjects come through in the photos. Choose a natural setting for your subjects. Let them choose their own settings. Look for less posed portraits. Let the children play and take photos as it happens. Let your subjects walk and talk to each other and take photos of them as they do it. Be patient and let them feel comfortable.

5) Focus on the eyes.
Make sure the eyes are in focus. This will draw you to the eyes in the photo. Especially when you are using autofocus, focus the spots on the eye that is closest to you. 

Nicolette thanked Simone 

Tess:  Talked about the website and Facebook page. If you are not on Facebook or not getting the messages can you please let Tess know how you want to be contacted about events and reminded about deadlines etc. We will be closing the Facebook page to members only sometime this month. If you have someone who is interested in joining and want to see what it’s about let us know and we can join them up for a month and give them a taste. 

Tess gave us a rundown of the upcoming events. 

· Jenny Shorter Auction Sat 30th May 6:30pm Services Auditorium

· Chook Sale Sat 30th May, Gunnedah Showgrounds, Poultry Pavilion. 

· Cattle Show and Sale, Gunnedah show grounds 6th and 7th June.

· Frost over Barraba – http://www.frostoverbarraba.org.au/ workshops and excursions.

· Showjumping Festival. Gunnedah Show Grounds, 19th June 

· Kennel Club All Breeds Championship Show. Gunnedah Show Grounds. 19th June

· Gunnedah Basketball Grand Finale 21st June

Everyone reminded that if we do attend and take photos to let the paper know and they might use some of the photos. Nicky will put the details for how to label the photos up on the webpage. Any Photos with people (other than crowd shots) need to be labeled with names. 

Tess also asked for some help with the Newsletter and Computer work. Pat Timmins and Di Stacey offered their services. 

Tess then passed the meeting over to Hayley to present the Photo of the Month Awards. 

Hayley: Introduced our new trophies. The trophies will be perpetual and handed to each new winner by the old ones. There will be a certificate and a ribbon that each winner can keep. There are 2 sections each month “Theme” and “Open” Categories. The Theme Category will be announced at each meeting for the following month and also on our webpage. The Open category can be any photo of any subject. Photos need to be submitted to Tess via the BCC email no later than 4 days prior to the meeting. So the Friday before our meeting. This will allow Tess to upload them to the Webpage and ask our Guest Judge to choose their winners. 

This month’s photos were judged by Chris Burgess and we would like to Thanks Chris for his time and assistance. 

The Winning photos for May 2015

Theme – “Man and his Dog” by Di Stacey

Open – “Whispers” by Nicolette Bronkhorst
Congratulations to you both.

Next Month’s Theme is “Portraits” and will be judged by Simone Carlyon. 

Nicolette: We will be getting together for a Workshop on Sunday 14th June at Pensioner’s Hill at 4ish for some portrait shooting. If you have any friends/family that would like to come along as Models bring them along. 

Thank you all for your time and enthusiasm. 

Next Meeting 30th June – Tess will be giving us a run down on Star Photos in readiness for Malcolm Frend (hopefully) coming on the 17th July at Porcupine Hill. 

Minutes by: Hayley Hausfeld
